Kansas 4-H – Family and Consumer Sciences Experience – June 4, 2026
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What should I bring?
Participants should plan to bring a #2 pencil and a clipboard. Cell phones can remain with youth but are not allowed to be used for contest activities. 

What should I wear?
We encourage youth to follow the same dress code expected of 4-H Discovery Day youth. Discovery Days Dress Code.pdf  Youth may wear business casual, especially if they are a team participating in group think. Bring a jacket and dress in layers as room temperature can be unpredictable. Plan to wear comfortable walking shoes as the group will be walking to Kramer Hall for lunch (.6 miles, 12 minute walk).  

Where should I park?
We recommend parking in the surface lot north of Justin Hall. In advance, please call parking services to pay for a $6 visitor pass. You will not receive a physical hang tag, as the system utilizes license tag recognition. There is a Honk Mobile parking app that charges by smaller time increments. This is an option if you are there for a short time but is expensive if you will be arriving in the morning and staying through the 2:45 Concluding Session. 
If you get the visitor pass, please note it is not valid for the parking garage south of the K-State Student Union or for parking meters.

What should I do when I arrive?
Participants will check-in at the Hoffman Lounge on the lower level (south side) of Justin Hall.  If entering from the parking lot north of Justin Hall, look for directional signs to get to Hoffman Lounge for registration. Participants and adults can “hang out” in this area throughout the day while waiting for activities. Bathrooms are located throughout the building.



What if I am an individual and not on a team (ie, what is my schedule)?
Youth judging as individuals can participate in the skill-a-thon and ranking classes anytime between 9-11:30 or 1:15-2:30 p.m. Please plan to check-in at Justin Hall prior to noon to claim your lunch ticket.
Special activities are available including tours of Justin Hall, a workshop led by Powercat Financial, and a breakout box experience. Thus, if you arrive early, there are things to do! 

How does it work if we have mixed ages to comprise a team?
Intermediates can be on a senior team, but seniors can not be on an intermediate team (ie, you can transition up, not down). Team members will be participating in that age group for all contest components (group think, skill-a-thon and ranking classes).

Why are we using bubble sheets?
This is a life skill that youth need for voting as American citizens and for college exams. Thus, please review instructions so bubbles are appropriately marked. 

Why are there so many pages in the study guide?
First, confirm that you are using the 2026 FCS Study Guide Kansas version that only includes 8 classes with 66 pages. The Texas version is the master copy used at the National Conference and Championship event (and has 130 pages). Feel free to use AI tools to help review concepts and information.

Where is Kramer Dining Center?
Kramer Dining Center is at1835 Claflin Rd. It serves as the dining center for Wefald Hall, Marlatt Hall, and Goodnow Hall. There is limited parking, so walking to the dining center is encouraged.

What do I need to know about lunch?
Check-in for the contest to get your lunch ticket. Zaira will escort youth to Kramer Dining Center and provide an informal campus tour enroute. 
Kramer Dining Center has multiple lunch buffet stations that allow youth to choose options that might include Mexican, Asian, pizza/pasta, classics, and salad bar. 
Please plan to depart lunch no later than 1 p.m. to allow time to walk back to Justin Hall for the afternoon session.

What if I need to drive to lunch at Kramer?
If needed, please coordinate lunch transportation with your adult chaperone. Please note there is limited parking by the dining center.

What should I expect at the closing session?
The 2:30-2:45 closing session will review the official class placings and reasons for the ranking classes. This will also be a time for youth to complete a contest evaluation to help us improve future events.

What if I can’t stay for the closing session?
We understand that youth have busy schedules. We would love to have you stay until the end, but we know you might have other commitments. We will be emailing a full contest summary and results to all participants. 

I have other questions that are not listed here. Who can I contact?
Contact Becky Reid via email at bkreid@ksu.edu or text 620-218-5871 on the day of the contest.
